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MSCIP Public Input Comments 
This segment captures web-based comments, comment cards and those submitted to the court reporter 
at two rounds of public workshops. Commenters had the option of categorizing their ideas in 
approximately 50 topic areas as well as submitting contact information to remain involved in the process. 
Not all comment areas generated responses.  
 
In several cases, specific documents were offered for inclusion in the document. These are reproduced 
as submitted in the Appendix section of this document.   

1. Hurricane Storm Damage Reduction  
We don't need to manufacture projects that give people false sense of security that they live in a safe 
place. We can never manufacture or engineer manmade projects that can prevent storm damage from 
happening. I think it's senseless to give people that false hope and invest their life savings based on a 
project that's not going to stop 30-foot waves. On all projects, the cumulative and secondary impacts, 
both plus and minuses, should be considered. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
 
Preserve wetlands. Purchase wetlands for preservation. Encourage wise development such as retaining 
areas with permeable surfaces. Restore grassbeds in the Mississippi Sound.  
Howard Page 
224 Walston Avenue 
Gulfport, Mississippi 39507 
 
Should CSXT abandon its Gulf Coast route, replacement of the bridge would not be necessary. The 
existing bridge could be demolished, thereby removing it as an obstacle.  
Mike Turner 
P.O. Box 2267 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39521 
 
No short-term projects should be considered. Only projects that have long-term goals and long-term 
sustainability should be considered because of the tightness of taxpayers' dollars.  
Only projects that use ecosystems to manage watersheds should be considered.  
Paula Vassy 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Anything that can be done to protect the coastlines from future storm erosion is imperative. What has 
happened to Beach Blvd. in Bay St. Louis has caused great economic distress.  
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2. Preventing Saltwater Intrusion  
The creating of new coastal tidal marshes replace some of the ones lost by industry or storm damage 
would be of utmost importance as secondary protection from saltwater intrusion. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  

3. Preservation Of Fish & Wildlife  
Although I don't have a project, I think any projects that would enhance the environment, such as tree 
reforestation with native trees or stormwater retention ponds that use plants as part of the filtration 
process, creating marsh lands which protect us from stormwater or surges or it allows rainwater to 
disperse stormwater in a much more manageable, less polluting way is better. It also provides habitat for 
our fishery resources.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
 
This is vital to life in our area.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 

4. Prevention Of Erosion  
Repair bridge washout on Bay Avenue, Moss Point.  
Repair bridge washout on Elderferry Rd, Moss Point (next to recycling Plant).  
Repair bridge washout on Dutch Bayou East, Moss Point  
Repair bridge washout on Dutch Bayou West, Moss Point.  
Repair bridge washout on Orange Grove Rd, Moss Point (West side of school).  
Daphne Viverette 
4412 Dernny Street 
Moss Point , MS 39563 

5. Other Related Water Resource Purposes  
One thing I would like is for the Corps to receive more money for regulatory enforcement and for 
enforcement of wetland fill activities, actually go out and enforce the law, to have plenty of resources to 
enforce that.   
 
Also, wetland purchase and riparian buffer, purchase along all of the main waterways to include the Wolf 
River, Turkey Creek, the Biloxi, the chute can but, and the Pascagoula, Red Creek and Black Creek, to 
buy land along those water bodies and preserve it. That's it for now. 
Howard Page 
224 Walston Avenue 
Gulfport, MS 
 
 
1) Dredge Bayou Bottomnecks to a deeper depth than the slips (Graveline Bayou & Simmos Bayou)  
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2) Corps needs to clear navigable water of debris but it also needs to pick up material that homeowners 
clear from their canals W/o CoE picking up h debris hat people bring to he roadsides then people will 
leave it for the Corps o Pick up.... Thus slowing the process.  
Spencer Garrett 
3507 San Marus Circle 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
We had some work done previously by Corps of Engineers - more than pleased and very grateful.  
Dredge Bayou Bottlenecks to a deeper depth than the slips at Graveline Bayou and Simmons  
 
The Corps need to clear navigable waters of debris, but it also needs to pick up material that 
homeowners clear from their canals. Without Corps picking up the debris that people bring to the 
roadsides then people will leave it for the Corps to pick up...thus slowing the process.  
Spencer Garrett 
3507 San Marcus Circle 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers has a history of cost-benefit planning on programs that doesn’t work, 
especially in this situation. If we’re going to have the money to do anything with, why should it have to be 
a cost benefit? Any savings, if we can save somebody from dying, drowning or losing their house, then 
that is a cost benefit. The Corps may not see it because it’s free money that they’re not responsible for. 
They are just being told to do the projects. The cost benefit for the Corps are an old, antiquated way of 
doing work.  
 
You cannot manufacture a project to protect people from living in an inadequate location, such as building 
your house in known flood zones. It either shouldn’t be allowed or it should be bought out or not allowed 
to be built, not build a 20-foot wall in front of it that will wash out in the next hurricane. Thank you.  
 
In the Turkey Creek area in North Gulfport I understand that since cost-benefit ratio is not a necessity of 
these particular funds that there may be some relocation issues rather than buyouts that would be of 
benefit to the Turkey Creek residents. If it means by relocation they would put them in a different house in 
the same community on a road that doesn’t flood and that their toilets flush, then I believe that would be a 
very good use of restoration funds.  
 
Dredge projects that needed dredging, as documented through the county request of 14 projects, recently 
that they took off the table, should not be included as part of the restoration project. The restoration 
money could much better be served, the natural resources, by doing restoration and recreation of marsh 
through beneficial dredge, the use of the bridge as a barrier to wind and water surges, and maybe the 
Corps of Engineers will actually do some good projects this time.  
 



 

Mississippi Coastal Improvement Program  
5/9/2006 Public Comment Summary 

6

All restoration projects need to be for the long-term rather than the short-term. They need to be done in 
the most feasible, sustainable way. So if natural is better than man-made and there’s data to back it up, 
then most restoration projects or barriers, such as sand dunes versus a seawall, the cost benefit may be 
considered, but what we need to do is what needs the least maintenance, the longest-term effectiveness 
and the stability of the project. 
 
When considering restoration projects we need to have better data to protect Mississippi coastal 
marshes, habitats and wetlands from commercial and industrial projects where we – which may would 
cause subsidence, sinking or flooding rather than using the wetlands as a natural resource to prevent 
those things. We do not want to end up sinking, such as Louisiana is sinking and has lost most of – a big 
portion of their marsh lands due to oil and gas industry channelization and other commercial projects, 
such as L&G, such as Chevron and Gulf Energy projects. They are down there wanting to do a lot of 
digging and dredging in areas that are considered essential fish habitat and protected areas for gulf 
sturgeon. We need to be able to mitigate for those projects, but we don’t need to be continuing to allow 
projects to develop on a coastal line that disrupt our natural resources. Thank You. 
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline 
Gautier, MS  
 
In reference to 8125 Meadowdale Drive, Hickory Hills, Gautier, I have monitored this canal since 1979 
and it has slowly filled with silt from runoff, stormwater runoff. In January of ’05 the City of Gautier cleaned 
out the ditches in our area and we had a tremendous rain in April of ’05 which brought tremendous silt 
into the canal. If we don’t do something about it to stop the stormwater runoff silt, we’re not going to have 
a canal left. So hopefully the Corps of Engineers can help us to get this canal dredged out and also 
discuss the prevention of stormwater runoff with the local and county officials.  
Douglas Phillips 
8125 Meadowdale Drive 
Gautier, MS  
 
 
We have often had many meetings with the Corps of Engineers and a discussion where we have gone to 
Mobile to give input and information that I would hope would be included where we have talked to several 
Colonels there and that we have had the Turkey Creek study that was done by the Mobile Corps of 
Engineers to the tune of a million dollars that was paid by the Harrison County Board of Supervisors.  
 
There we addressed several problems that is in the area of which I represent, that area is the Turkey 
Creek Basin. The Turkey Creek Basin has afforded itself to be constantly within threat of trying to 
accommodate water that it was never designed, by the nature of its existence, to accommodate.  
 
We had hoped in getting this Corps of Engineers' study that we could look at several aspects of trying to 
address it in the natural preservative sense. We have now trees that are down in the basin. This needs to 
get done by best management practices.  
 
With the Corps of Engineers' study they had spoke about channelization, as well as trying to speak of 
levies, which, of course, at this point many of the citizens are very concerned with the Corps and any 
levies due to the Katrina problems with New Orleans.  
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We are concerned too that there should be alternative measures that should take place in the Turkey 
Creek Basin with restoration and with preservation. We should also look at land trusts and trying to look 
at what we can do with trying to get the western most part of the Turkey Creek Basin to have some form 
of outlet.  
 
We have many areas that is under consideration. Right now we have an area that's called Rio Grande, 
Amazon as it is truly called because it's an Amazon area that has had repetitive lost, Magnolia, that we 
have stated to the Corps of  Engineers many times that because of its location to the Turkey Creek Basin 
would be ideal, as well as the citizens think it is ideal, because of the repetitive loss of over five to six 
flood areas.  
 
In the Turkey Creek community, prior to Katrina they have never had water in their homes. Of course, 
Turkey Creek not being the benchmark of the previous storms decided that they would take on the entire 
coastal cities where water has never gone before and now water has attained itself into homes.  
 
We are concerned tonight that we have very limited opportunity to go forward. We understand the 
constraints of the money that has been given by Washington, but the importance of long-range goals here 
is going to be essential to helping our city, especially the area that I represent. Thank you.  
Ella Holmes-Hines, Councilwoman 
P.O. Box 10183 
Gulfport, MS, MS 39505 
 
 
What I told him was that we have Lake Yazoo, which is in a state of deterioration from the fact that the 
natural inflow and outflow of water from the Pascagoula River was blocked off because the natural 
channel was blocked off to provide real estate for building of the shipyard in the World War II.   
 
The mitigation was a narrow canal at the south end of Lake Yazoo that opens out into Pascagoula Bay 
right next to the mouth of the Pascagoula River.  The result of the impact of that has been a silting over of 
the lake itself extending all the way up into the upper Yazoo Bayou, extending down into the Pascagoula.   
 
The recommendation or request is that the studies be made to lead into restoring something somewhere 
near the natural depth of the lake so that it can accommodate some boat traffic and clean out the 
pollution that has resulted from the natural runoff from the shipyard.  That's one project.   
 
He says the other -- another project he said would be the recommendation that somewhere in Lake 
Yazoo or in Yazoo Bayou low level weirs be installed to permit high-tide water to come in but to maintain 
the water level of a foot, foot and a half over the level of the bottom so that the mudflats don't show and 
this provides for the -- for the -- provide for habitat for mosquito eating, mosquito larvae eating fish, like 
bull minnows, and also to provide -- provide for reduction of the erosion along the banks so that the banks 
can be contoured and developed into attractive areas rather than unmaintainable weed banks.  It can't be 
maintained running right into the middle of Pascagoula.  That's the two projects.   
 
The same thing that applies on that weir thing, the same thing that I was talking about on the weirs would 
also apply to Communy, C-o-m-m-u-n-y, Bayou, that is also silted over and provides mosquito breeding 
puddles when the tides are low and the presence of weirs would maintain a water level covering the mud 
and providing habitat for larvae eating fish.   
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It would also beautify the whole thing.  It sure is ugly, both of those are ugly.  That's what I want to see 
happen.  Actually, those are things that are uppermost in my mind.   
 
There are at least two other estuaries that open out onto the beachfront and at least one other estuary 
that opens out onto the river above Highway 90 that -- that could and should be studied for this same 
concept of ecological enhancement with the use of weirs, low level dams, and I know that when you say 
dams, the Corps of Engineers says, oh, yeah, that's what we like.  It's w-e-i-r-s, by the way.    
Ovide Davis 
1321 Garfield Street 
Pascagoula, MS 

7. Barrier Islands  
Restore the barrier islands 
  
I am a life-long resident of Gautier or Jackson County, Jackson County or Gautier. I have been going to 
Horn Island every since I was a small kid, also Dauphin Island. I think Dauphin Island’s dunes has really 
saved Dauphin Island.  
 
I think the cheapest and best thing that could ever be done for our islands, Petit Bois and Horn Island, is 
put a major dune at the south end of the island parallel with the island and as wind blows the sand would 
create -- when I was a kid there was more dunes on Horn Island then there are now. Horn Island and 
Petis Bois was closer together. I think by dredging the channels so deep has caused a lot of erosion and 
disappearing of the island because the digging out is for ships to come in to pass there, it involved the 
pass, and they have enlarged the pass.  
 
The cheapest thing that you could ever do is to put a dredge boat outside of Horn Island or Petit Bois and 
come right down the island and throw a 20-foot berm up high. The wind would blow the sand and I think 
the palmettos and the pine trees behind it would come back, and I think the island, that would be the 
quickest way to restore that island would be to let mother nature to do it with a sand dune on the south 
side of it.  
 
If anybody had any thoughts to go to Dauphin Island and look what Dauphin Island looks like behind the 
sand dune, if Horn Island and Petit Bois looked like Dauphin Island, our island would be enhanced more 
than any one thing they could possibly do and it would be the cheapest process.  
Hurley Guillotte 
3004 Ladiner Road 
Gautier, MS  
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Unless we close the Mississippi River Gulf outlet, anything we do on this coast is not going to help, you 
know, as far as worrying about sand dunes and all of that, it's not going to help.  
 
The east end of the Louisiana marsh, the tip of the boot of the Louisiana marsh of Louisiana is due south 
of us. Years ago all the fresh water from Lake Pontchartrain, all the rivers coming in there, the Bogue 
Falaya, Bogue Chitto, Tangipahoa, all of these rivers, and the Old River of Baton Rouge, all of these fresh 
water rivers came into Lake Pontchartrain and used to drain into Lake Boren.  
 
As they went into Lake Boren they went into the marshes all below the east end of the marsh through the 
bayous and the lagoons and everything. The sediment went over that way. When it couldn't go through 
the marsh, it curved around south of the tip of the boot and it went to our barrier islands. It gave fresh 
water for grasses to grow and stuff along the islands. They had grass on them islands maybe, I imagine, 
two and a half to three feet high on the bottom, you know, years ago when I was fishing there.  
 
And I grew up in the marsh, east end of the Louisiana marsh. If they would block off the Mississippi Gulf 
outlet, if they would block it off, all of that pressure of the fresh water would filter back through the marsh 
and help create a brackish marsh, but when that water goes down through -- that fresh water goes out the 
Mississippi River Gulf outlet and hits the saltwater, it's gone forever, the sediment and everything is gone 
forever once that saltwater hits it.  
 
It's a simple thing, they need to close it. They need to get rid of that Mississippi River Gulf Outlet. I have 
seen a deterioration just when they dug it. When they dug it I seen the east end of the Louisiana marsh 
start deteriorating.  
 
And too, they need to close some of that marsh to boats, all boats, you know. In other words, people are 
digging up the bottom sediment and moving it, you know, close it. Just have certain places where boats 
can go in at, you know, or just small outboard motors, something small, nothing big, you know, just 
certain areas, you know, for that, you know. I guess that's basically it, you know.  
 
Unless they close that Mississippi River Gulf outlet nothing we do on this coast is going to make any 
difference, and it would have to be a long-term thing to rebuild that east end of the Louisiana marsh. I 
have seen islands disappear all over the place. I have seen shorelines completely change, you know, and 
unless they do something about that saltwater incursion that's there, it's over with. That's basically it.  
Ronald “Poss” Tanguis 
2106 Arnold  
Waveland, MS  
 
Restore the barrier islands and reefs  
Roadways are needed  
Build storm-proof public safety buildings  
Will Platts 
Box 6271 
Gulfport, MS 39506 
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8. Bays/Rivers/Sounds  
Coleman Avenue Marina, Waveland, MS  
Suzanne Cotter 
335 Coleman Avenue 
Waveland, MS 39576 

11. Coastal Restoration  
Restore the Barrier Islands and reefs.  
Will Platts 
P.O. Box 6271 
Gulfport, MS 39506 
  

13. Communities  
Is there any reason that you don't include communities in Jackson County on your slide of affected 
communities? Pascagoula and South Gautier have been devastated by this storm!  
Spencer Garrett 
3507 San Marcus Circle 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Cities should continue to enforce current codes rather than grant indiscriminate variances that are 
detrimental to current neighborhoods. Our Hickory HIlls area was fortunate to not sustain devastation as 
in other areas. However the variances that have been granted by the city since have wreaked more 
havoc than Katrina ever could. Over 100 FEMA trailers sit empty in Wonderland Park yet Habitat is being 
allowed to erect homes in our area that do assimilate with our area. This housing is not needed. A 
moratorium should be placed on building in the Hickory Hills area of Gautier until the infrastructure is 
capable of handling it. Our drinking water is brown (most buy water), drains were trenched deeper than 
culverts allowing a veritable mosquito paradise in stagnant water at the roadsides. Bayous are filling with 
runoff silt from building sites where the minimum silt fencing is not enforced. As per the Sun Herald 
editorial of Sunday 9, "communities must devise - and implement - RESPONSIBLE as well as visionary 
plans for the future as quickly as possible."  

16. Ecosystem Restoration  
Special funding or tax incentives should be available to landowners who desire to preserve, enhance and 
protect native ecosystems. Included in this would be the protection of threatened and endangered plant 
and animal species.  
Joe Pettigrew 
p. o. box 592 
Kiln, MS 39556 
 
The coast is probably the most sensitive ecosystem in all of Mississippi. It needs all the help possible to 
maintain its integrity.  
Ron Forsythe 
129 Moss Lane 
Madison, MS 39110 
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Refurbishment Project : Jackson Marsh from Idlewood blvd. to Beach Blvd. Waveland, MS  
Suzanne cotter 
335 Coleman avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
 

18. Estuaries  
Hurricane Katrina has dramatically pointed to the importance of preserving our the wetlands we have left 
adjacent to the Mississippi Gulf Coast. With the inevitable push to develop more and more coastal 
property, the Corps of Engineers must double and triple it's vigilance as the custodian of our wetlands. 
Whenever filling of wetlands becomes essential for some overriding public good, the Corps must insure 
that ample mitigation is extracted AND that it be the creation of equal or better wetlands IN THE 
COASTAL AREA, not at some obscure location near Starkdale (for example). Thank you.  
Robert Davis 
127 Felicity St. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 

19. Evacuation Planning & Routes  
Please devise a route from the MS Coast to Houston so we can get there when Louisiana's contraflow 
goes into effect.  
 
Roadways are needed. Build storm-proof public safety buildings  
Will Platts 
Box 6271 
Gulfport, MS 39506 
 
South Street behind Buccaneer State Park has to be built up for its use as an evacuation route.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
 
Evacuation routes should be clearly marked and access to areas outside the flood zones should be 
clearly defined. We need to establish shelters for those who cannot afford to evacuate.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
 
Raise South Street behind Buccaneer State Park (evacuation route) Waveland, MS  
Suzanne Cotter 
335 Coleman Avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
 
Work needs to be done on evacuation of the people along the MS Gulf Coast and more work needs to be 
done to help the water not come over Highway 90  
Bettie Bishop 
202 Vernon Rigney Rd. 
State Line, Mississippi 39362 
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20. Fishing  
Removal of storm debris from fishing channels, especially shrimping is a big concern. Who is in charge of 
this? We understand MS DMR has $30,000,000 devoted to this. What are the priorities being 
established?  
 

21. Flood Control  
Outflow culvert on Beach Blvd. and Jackson Marsh. Culvert needs to be enlarged.  
Suzanne Cotter 
335 Coleman Avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
 
I went to the meeting held in Gautier on May 4. One of the projects for Jackson County was for the 
improvement of drainage for Gautier. That list of improvements did not list Bayou Pierre which provides 
most of the drainage for east Gautier. Bayou Pierre has filled in from the storm and has debris blocking 
water flow. I provided pictures at the meeting. When we have heavy rains or high southern winds the 
roads overflow in three places Two on Spanish Trails Road [old highway 90] and one place on Graveline 
road. The city puts up barriers on those occasions. Bayou Pierre has four branches that provide drainage 
into one bayou. When I came home the next day, there was still water running across highway 90 trying 
to get out via Bayou Pierre. We had to wade thru water on Graveline to check for damage.  
Please add Bayou Pierre to the list of Bayous for dredging and debris removal.  
Jim Thorp 
505 Bayou Pierre 
Gautier, Ms 39553 
 
Riverfront Bulk Head   
  

23. Growth And Development  
If casinos, condos, etc take over the coast, it will completely change the coast from what is was prior to 
Katrina. there will be no need for environmental restoration and preservation, the coast will be nothing but 
concrete.  
 
I think a Marina at the foot of Coleman Avenue in Waveland could enhance the economic growth of our 
old downtown that was destroyed by Katrina. I know many people who are in favor of this happening, but 
usually when it was brought up just a few of the residents close to the site would show up to register their 
objections. More people want it than don't want it.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
 
Coleman Avenue Marina, Waveland  
Suzanne cotter 
335 Coleman avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
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Is a marina considered a way of protecting the shoreline? I would love to see a marina at the end of 
Coleman Avenue in Waveland.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 

24. Invasive & Exotic Species  
I would like to see resources placed towards controlling the spread of cogon grass, an invasive grass, 
within the 6 MS coastal counties. Cogon grass is already present in MS and will only get worse with 
dramatically increased ground disturbing rebuilding activities. Added emphasis and funding for MDOT 
and county roadway departments to spray cogon grass infestations along roadways would go a long way 
towards controlling the spread of this aggressive invasive plant.  
David Felder 
6578 Dogwood View Parkway 
Jackson , MS 39213 
 

26. Local Drainage Improvement  
The Point Clear area of Gautier is a network of canals/bayous that receive the runoff from a large section 
of Gautier. Much of that runoff does not flow thru storm drains/culverts, but rather thru surface drainage 
ditches. Thus there is a great deal of erosion and silting. Reduction of the erosion would produce a 
corresponding reduction in silting. We need a systematic plan to improve drainage/reduce erosion, and 
dredging of all the canals/bayous to their original depth.  
Improve inlets of tributaries which restrict natural flow, cause excessive silting and reduce navigability. 
Example are tributaries off of Graveline Bayou North of Point Clear Riviera in Jackson County. Currently, 
bait fish enter this waterway, but seldom any other species. They tend to stay in the deeper water where 
flow is not restricted. I would like to add a name of the tributary I am specifically referring to at a later date 
when I find it. By road it is the waterway adjacent to Seacrest Drive in Gautier, MS.  
Dredging of canals is a priority.  
Larry Brewster 
2323 Starfish Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Most of the Gulf Coast area is river delta, which would be natural wetlands but we make it buildable by 
digging drainage ditches to lower the water table, but it can't go below sea level. With more development 
there's more immediate runoff and the drainage can't accommodate.  
 
Commercial developments are required to provide catchment basins with capacity for runoff from roofs 
and paved areas . Residential developers sometimes use an otherwise unbuildable area by dredging a 
pond and using that for fill dirt to raise the building sites, and the pond becomes an amenity for the 
residents.  
 
We have many unused, or underused, areas along the drainage canals. How about building a public park 
system with ponds and canals that also serve as catchment basins?  
Glen Sandberg 
2514 19th Avenue 
Gulfport, MS 39501 
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Dredge Bayou Bottlenecks to a deeper depth than the slips at Graveline Bayou and Simmons  
 
The Corps need to clear navicable waters of debris, but it also needs to pick up material that homeowners 
clear from their canals. Without Corps picking up the debris that people bring to the roadsides then 
people will leave it for the Corps to pick up...thus slowing the process.  
Spencer Garrett 
3507 San Marcus Circle 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Dredging of canals is a priority  
Larry Brewster 
2323 Starfish Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Help! We need our waterways cleaned and cities need to keep silt runoff out!  
Douglas R. Phillips 
8125 Meadowdale Drive 
Gautier, MS 39553 
  
In reference to 8125 Meadowdale Drive, Hickory Hills, Gautier, I have monitored this canal since 1979 
and it has slowly filled with silt from runoff, stormwater runoff. In January of ’05 the City of Gautier cleaned 
out the ditches in our area and we had a tremendous rain in April of ’05 which brought tremendous silt 
into the canal. If we don’t do something about it to stop the stormwater runoff silt, we’re not going to have 
a canal left. So hopefully the Corps of Engineers can help us to get this canal dredged out and also 
discuss the prevention of stormwater runoff with the local and county officials.  
Douglas Phillips 
8125 Meadowdale Drive 
Gautier, MS  
 
  
My community is the members of Turkey Creek, North Gulfport, Forest Heights, Villa Del Ray, Rolling 
Meadows, and so forth, which is the lower Turkey Creek watershed, 95 percent African-American and low 
or moderate income, we do not want the Corps to employ engineering solutions, so-called solutions, to 
drainage or any other issues on Turkey Creek, with the exception of restoring the damaged levy 
encircling the Forest Heights subdivision.  
 
What we want is for the Corps, or anyone else who is so inclined, including the DMR, the NRCS, DEQ, 
EPA, to support our community-based plan for an urban greenway in the Turkey Creek watershed, 
including lots of wetland and other habitat restoration.  
 
For example, if the Corps wants to buy some filled-in land near the creek or abutting the creek and 
restore it to its original wetland function, that would be fine, but as far as anything non-natural, we don't 
want it.  
 
The creek -- my mother almost died during Katrina, and her husband did die after, because the flood 
water in their home reached her chest level on August 29. One of the reasons the flood water was so high 
in her home was the cumulative loss over the years of floodplain and wetland habitat to the south of her 
home and upstream from her home.  
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Just last week on Polk, south of the creek and southwest of the airport, there were four wetland 
destroying or impacting projects underway on the same day involving dozens of acres of land, some of 
which were not permitted, some of which had Corps' permits but were being improperly done, all of which 
spell a worsening of the situation that confronted my mother on August 29.  
 
Our solution has been for over two years to promote restoration, conservation, and public usefulness 
through a Turkey Creek watershed greenway that includes a canoeable, hikeable, naturally pristine 
Turkey Creek waterway and not additional impervious surfaces or wetland destruction.  
 
Over 250 people attended a community planning workshop at the Good Deed Community Center in North 
Gulfport on January 7th, 2006, and expressed unanimous support for this greenway, which includes 
habitat restoration, wetlands restoration, reforestation, and so forth, to improve drainage, water quality, 
public safety with respect to the proliferation of Cogon grass which burns very hot, 850 degrees and 
doesn't like shade.  
 
So, you know, the community does have a plan and a preference. It includes a number of sites that are 
currently owned either by the City of Gulfport, the airport, Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church, the 
Forest Heights Missionary Baptist Church, the North Gulfport seventh and eighth grade school, the canals 
in Long Beach, and some private properties have all had project sites -- projects identified. Some of them 
have already been funded. Some of them will soon be funded.  
 
If the Corps of Engineers would like to be a partner and contribute to this approach to improving the 
quality of life and the public safety and other benefits to the public on Turkey Creek and in the Turkey 
Creek watershed, we support them. Otherwise, the Corps should stay home or focus itself on projects 
outside of the Turkey Creek watershed.  
Derrick Evans 
14439 Rippy Road 
Gulfport, MS  
 
The outflow culvert on Beach Blvd. and Jackson Marsh in Waveland has to enlarged.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
 
Please fund the requested projects for the City of Waveland, Ms.  
Ron Calcagno 
401 Favre St. 
Waveland, MS 39576 
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I went to the meeting held in Gautier on May 4. One of the projects for Jackson County was for the 
improvement of drainage for Gautier. That list of improvements did not list Bayou Pierre which provides 
most of the drainage for east Gautier. Bayou Pierre has filled in from the storm and has debris blocking 
water flow. I provided pictures at the meeting. When we have heavy rains or high southern winds the 
roads overflow in three places Two on Spanish Trails Road [old highway 90] and one place on Graveline 
road. The city puts up barriers on those occasions. Bayou Pierre has four branches that provide drainage 
into one bayou. When I came home the next day, there was still water running across highway 90 trying 
to get out via Bayou Pierre. We had to wade thru water on Graveline to check for damage.  
Please add Bayou Pierre to the list of Bayous for dredging and debris removal.  
Jim Thorp 
505 Bayou Pierre 
Gautier, Ms 39553 
  
Outflow culvert on Beach Blvd. and Jackson Marsh. Culvert needs to be enlarged. Waveland, MS  
Suzanne cotter 
335 Coleman avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
 
Now, the drainage back there, just from the rainwater, drains to the east end of Graveline Road or Orrell 
Drive.  It comes back and forth south from Orrell and east and west off of Graveline Road.  It drains back 
in there behind my house, comes through over and has really got a -- they cut several years ago through 
the bulkhead and it drains in that bayou right there and all of that silt just comes on down in there and fills 
it up.   
 
Then on down a couple hundred yards, Mr. Tharp had the pictures, a couple hundred yards around that 
bend before you get to Bayou Perrier, that bend, that's where everything is plugged up.   
 
Now, if you go north along the railroad track in Bayou Perrier, this marsh, the bigger part of it, that has got 
a lot of silt and buildup in it that goes in back behind Sandlewood Subdivision just west of Orrell Drive, 
and all of that needs to be -- the silt and stuff removed from it.  
 
One leg of that Bayou Perrier there from my house to Bayou Perrier bridge, you can't float a toothpick in 
it.  Now, we'd just like for us to be put on the list and something be done about it.  We feel like whoever 
made the list up forgot Gautier and didn't know anything about it.  
 
Ralph Hootey and about 22 or 23 people that came down there, EPA, the Department of Rain Resources, 
the Coast Guard, and I can't tell you all of that, man, there was all kinds of organizations down there with 
Ralph Hootey that day, they seen it.  We'd just like to be put on the list and taken care of. 
Richard Brown 
508 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS 
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31. Oysters / Oyster Reefs /Shellfish  
Removal of storm debris from fishing channels, especially shrimping is a big concern. Who is in charge of 
this?  We understand MS DMR has $30,000,000 devoted to this. What are the priorities being 
established?  
 
Establishing oyster beds without preventing pollution or runoff should not be allowed. It's senseless to 
spend thousands of dollars to pile oysters up for re-creation of a reef to filter water when the water quality 
going into the water is so bad that the oysters can't live.  
 
I don't know if the Jackson County area is one of the places where they are talking about establishing 
oyster reefs. I don't know if we will ever get back to a harvestable state. The stormwater runoff is so bad, 
it would prevent us from harvesting. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
 
Oyster beds, to add oyster beds and grass beds for oyster and grass beds to create oyster beds and 
grass beds and natural dunes along the coast and the barrier islands.   
Howard Page 
224 Walston Avenue 
Gulfport, MS 

32. Pollution / Contaminants  
I am once again concerned about pollution, particularly at the port of Gulfport. In the stormwater runoff 
there was some radioactive material that had been there on-site, and I want to know if there would be 
projects ongoing that could compensate for finding out where some of that pollution went to.  
 
I think all stormwater drains need sedimentation or dropout ponds before they are pumped in or allowed 
to run off into any bays, bayous or the Gulf of Mexico. Only projects that consider the entire watershed 
approach should be allowed.  
 
We don't need to manufacture projects that give people false sense of security that they live in a safe 
place. We can never manufacture or engineer manmade projects that can prevent storm damage from 
happening. I think it's senseless to give people that false hope and invest their life savings based on a 
project that's not going to stop 30-foot waves. On all projects, the cumulative and secondary impacts, 
both plus and minuses, should be considered.  
 
Although I don't have a project, I think any projects that would enhance the environment, such as tree 
reforestation with native trees or stormwater retention ponds that use plants as part of the filtration 
process, creating marsh lands which protect us from stormwater or surges or it allows rainwater to 
disperse stormwater in a much more manageable, less polluting way is better. It also provides habitat for 
our fishery resources. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
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34. Railroads  
I am strongly opposed to the proposed CSX buyout and relocation of their existing railroad line through 
northern portions of Hancock County. At a fraction of the 700 million dollar costs, a public service 
program could be offered to remind people simply to STOP, LOOK, AND LISTEN! Keep the railroad line 
in its current location.  
Joe Pettigrew 
p. o. box 592 
Kiln, MS 39556 
 
The CSX railroad should be moved north to increase commerce for our area. The abandoned tracks 
could be used to solve local transportation problems. It could even provide a transportation source to 
reach New Orleans from the coast and vice versa.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 

40. Surge Control  
Reclaim erosion from bayous tributary veins and return to personal property for the losses. This in turn 
would build up property value safer from storm serge n the future of flooding. A while back, someone 
submitted a letter to the Editor in the Sun Herald Newspaper that brought out the fact that Hurricane 
Camille had taken away part of each of the Barrier Islands south of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. That 
brought to mind a thought that should be taken into consideration.  
 
That is to say, since there is so much destruction along the Gulf Coast, it would be a great idea to load all 
that broken concrete, asphalt, destroyed bridge sections, bridge spans and the tremendous amount of rip 
rap on barges. Then take it out beyond the twelve miles to the horizon and strategically dump it all to 
create a new set of three twenty foot above Mean Tide Barrier Islands, one behind the other.  
 
The dumped material could be covered with concrete to make it as solid as possible and shaped to a 
blunt point at the top. With three synthetic Barrier Islands spaced about two hundred yards apart, any 
Tidal Surge would be broken up and reduced just large white caps.  
 
The future of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and all along the rest of Gulf Coast will depend on what we do 
now to protect it from future Tidal Surges resulting from Giant Hurricanes like Katrina.  
Anthony J. Gagliano, Sr. 
300 Holcomb Blvd 
Ocean Springs, MS 39564-5038 

44. Vector Control (Mosquitoes)  
Construction of low level weirs at the outfall of estuarine streams will maintain water levels on the inland 
side. Many benefits can be derived including mosquito control, erosion control, enhancement of growth of 
natural fish species, and beautification.  
Ovide J Davis 
1321 Garfield St. 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567 
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45. Visual Resources (Scenic Beauty)  
Keep green spaces and water views for the public.  

47. Water Quality  
Water Quality: With wastewater disposal and retention areas, anything that could be included in the 
project to cover the expenses of generators or other mechanical items that may would aide in the 
disposal of wastewater in the aftermath of a hurricane would be better than allowing raw sewage to flow 
down our bayous, on the ground, then into the Gulf of Mexico, it would be appreciated. Paula Vassey.  

50. Wetland Restoration & Protection  
I agree with the people that said those questions need considerable refinement in the categories they 
have used. I think they are okay to start off with as far as just getting a very general idea of what people 
want on the first night, but several of them need refining. I would have to look at the list again to see what 
they were.  
 
One of the problems is that when we talk about restoration, you know, what point in time do we go back 
to for the restoration, and that's a subjective thing. Everybody thinks his own time is more important. You 
know, you might even get people who want pre-Camille.  
 
You might even get people who want to go back further to 1930 who can remember the Isle of Capri 
being there who would like to see it restored. I have no objection to seeing it restored. There may be 
some good reason for it that I am unaware of.  
 
I don't think you're going to get anyone who wants to go -- who thinks that Petty Boy Island should be 
restored to Alabama as it was in 1798, nobody is going to go back that far.  
 
So when we talk about restoration, we need to get a common ground here and try to find an average or a 
thing that is acceptable to most people of the level of restoration we want.  
 
Maybe there are reasons for going back further, maybe they're not. Maybe we're better off letting nature 
take its course, but restoration needs to be defined. The question about restoration needs to be defined 
and refined, I would say.  
 
Of course, when you talk about doing it for future generations, you know, this kind of disaster can occur 
next year, which will make the whole question moot.  
 
I was just amazed at the lack of information and my own ignorance on the subject. Even though I had 
been here 33 years, I had all the old-timers who had been here longer than I had telling me that Camille 
was the worst disaster and nothing could ever be as bad as Camille.  
 
So I left all my things on the first floor of my house when I went away up north for the summer thinking 
that -- thinking they were probably right. Now I can't believe I was such a chump to believe that. I should 
have had more sophistication. I should have realized that, you know, 200 years of hurricane reporting is 
very little time really in the overall geological history.  
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If you went back to 950A.D. or sometime like that you'd probably find one that's ten times worse than this 
was. I think greater information needs to be disseminated, people need to be aware of this fact, 
particularly millionaires who are rebuilding their mansions from scratch right on the shore.  
 
I think you have to consider what's environmentally friendly, what components of the environment have 
permanence and which ones don't.  
 
My particular field of expertise is trees, and I can tell you, for example, that there are only three species of 
trees here on the coast that have great longevity, which are the Live Oak, the Southern Red Oak and the 
Bald Cypress.  
 
If you compare them to trees on the west coast, such as Red Woods, Sequoyah, or even in the north 
where you have the White Pine, the White Pine may live five or 600 years. These pines around here are 
geared to live only about 100 years or so. They grow very, very prolific. They grow very fast and then they 
die at the age of 100, which is due in part to the fact that they have a relationship with hurricanes. They 
know they live in a hurricane zone and they become adapted to this over a long period of time.  
 
So you think, well, which things are expendable in the environmental restoration and which aren't?  
 
The only one that can really stand up to the hurricanes, and therefore, have long lives are the Live Oak 
and, you know, the three species I mentioned. So you have to make these kinds of divisions and 
distinctions when you're talking about restoring the environment.  
 
That's all I wanted to say really. Thank you.  
Christopher Verdery 
6912 Shore Drive 
Ocean Springs, MS  
 
Preservation of wetlands in a watershed is essential to reduce flooding.  
Howard Page 
224 Walston Ave 
Gulfport, MS 39507 
 
Only projects that use ecosystem to manage watersheds should be considered.  
Paula Vassy 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Preservation of wetlands in the watershed is essential to reduce flooding.  
Howard Page 
224 Walston Ave 
Gulfport, MS 39507 
 
Jackson Marsh in Waveland is an area that deserves much attention. We need to preserve this area and 
restore the wildlife there.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 



 

Mississippi Coastal Improvement Program  
5/9/2006 Public Comment Summary 

21

 
Please restore Jackson Marsh in Waveland.  
Katherine Pinn 
7629 Fairway Drive 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
 
Refurbishment: Jackson Marsh from Idlewood to Beach Blvd. Waveland, MS  
Suzanne Cotter 
335 Coleman Avenue 
Waveland, ms 39576 
 
As the COE knows, one of the most important ways to slow the storm surges is to maintain the existing 
and valuable wetlands along the coast. However, the compliance/enforcement areas of the COE are 
ridiculously understaffed and illegal wetlands filling as well as violations of permitted projects is rampant 
along the coast. The cradle to grave mentality of assigning one COE employee to a site from start to 
finish including compliance and enforcement is not working. Even when the community members call with 
legitimate complaints there are not enough employees to appropriately follow up. The COE desperately 
needs to hire several people whose sole job responsibility is to perform routine compliance inspections, to 
respond to complaints of violations and to monitor for illegal wetlands filling.  
Thank you for considering this very important issue.  
Holly Gordon 
Stanford Environmental Law Clinic 
559 Nathan Abbott Way 
Stanford, CA 94305 

51. Communication 
Problems with the website, a lot of the people here, although they don't have electricity or phones, may 
have some access to some computers somewhere, but computers down here right now aren't always the 
best way to stay in touch with people. Written documentation provided to people would be a much better 
way to contact people. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
 
This appears to be a very effective communication tool  
Jacklyn Turner 
Box 686 
Pascagoula, MS 39568 
 
Keep it up!  
Warren Gautier 
2810 Washington Avenue 
Gautier, MS 39567 
 
I saw the newspaper article with a dateline of Mobile, AL. THAT totally threw me. I would NEVER have 
read that. Your press release in a MS press. There is NO WAY the average person would read this.  
Joahan & Jim McDole 
2201 Callie Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
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The average person would not have read your press release in MS Press.  
Joahan and Jim McDole 
2201 Callie Road 
Gautier, MS 3153 
 
Poor location  
Poor notification of the public  
Lack of handouts explaining the meeting's purpose  
Lack of citizens attending the meeting  
Paula Yassey 
3125 Grapevine Road 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
More public information about these meetings is needed. I learned about this by accident!  
Office number is 228-868-5848  
Barbara Nalley 
Box 3113 
Gulfport, MS 39505 
 
  
First, I am concerned there’s no written documentation discussing the projects. Second, I am concerned 
about the notification method of the meeting. We have nothing to go on. So we’re in a meeting blind. I 
don’t think that we will have the opportunity to actually offer comments on a project when we didn’t know 
what the situation was. The changing of the meeting from one building to the next is extremely confusing.  
 
I'd just like to say that I am unhappy with the meeting itself. I am unhappy with the way it was put together 
and the way we were notified. I was notified by Ella Holmes-Hines through the Sierra Club, I think, from 
Jackson County. I live here in Gulfport and the meeting is in Gulfport and I knew nothing about it.  
 
Once I got to the meeting, I didn't even know what the meeting was about. I just knew there was a 
meeting. So then I was asked to vote on some things that I have absolutely no information on.  
 
So a lot of the questions I didn't answer because they were multiple choice and they were phrased in a 
way that I did not want to answer. So that's about all I have to say, that I am very unhappy with it.  
 
In the future you should notify the people in the community so they can show up and participate and give 
their input, but the notice has to be great enough and far enough in advance that we know what the 
meeting is, what it's about, where it is, the time, everything, and the right people are contacted so they 
can get the word out to the community.  
 
I know they say they put it in the paper and they sent letters, but none of it us got it. We live in the Turkey 
Creek community. I know Reverend Jackson, they definitely have his address, but he didn't get a letter of 
invitation either. Thank you. I said I live in the Turkey Creek Community, I am with the Turkey Creek 
Homeowner's Association.  
Martha Snelling 
14336 Rippy Road 
Gulfport, MS  
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52. Other Comments 
No short-term projects should be considered. Only projects that have long-term goals and long-term 
sustainability should be considered because of the tightness of taxpayers' dollars.  
 
We don't need to manufacture projects that give people false sense of security that they live in a safe 
place. We can never manufacture or engineer manmade projects that can prevent storm damage from 
happening. I think it's senseless to give people that false hope and invest their life savings based on a 
project that's not going to stop 30-foot waves. On all projects, the cumulative and secondary impacts, 
both plus and minuses, should be considered. Thank you.  
Paula Vassey 
3125 Graveline Road 
Gautier, MS  
 
  
*Bayou Casotte  
*Dutch Bayou  
*Brickyard Bayou  
*Four Mile Creek  
*McInnis Bayou  
*Gurlie Bayou  
*Rhondes Bayou  
*Bennett Bayou  
*Robinson Bayou  
*Bearsdslee Lake(SE)  
*O'Leary Lake  
*McInnis Lake  
*Black Creek  
*Escatawpa River  
*Pascagoula River  
 
I came here to talk to the Corps of engineers. I need some questions answered. For instance, right there 
where 603 crosses Bayou LaCrosse, the waterway, they went in that marsh there and they are clearing it 
all out there and they have been in there for months and months and months.  
 
What are they doing in that marsh? I trapped that marsh. They had no reason to go in there. If they were 
looking for bodies, they could have chopped a hole in the roof, let the dog go in there and let the dog 
smell and go on, you know, but they went in there and stayed in there and put platforms and are digging 
up tree stumps and everything else. I don't know what that was all about. I would like some questions 
answered.  
 
What were they doing in there? And they spent a lot of money because they had these swamp buggies 
and they don't come cheap. Then when you started laying platforms to go in there to get stuff and put 
heavy equipment in there, they destroyed more than any good they might have wanted to do. They 
destroyed more habitat than what they did any good.  
 
I would like to know the reasoning why they did it. I want those answers.  
Ronald “Poss” Tanguis 
2106 Arnold  
Waveland, MS  
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Appendix 
 

Hancock County, Mississippi Long-Term Economic Development 
Recovery Projects  
 
The economic development authority for Hancock County, Mississippi, is the Port & Harbor Commission.  
 
Established under state statute in 1962, one of the first projects of the Commission was the development 
of a 1,200-acre industrial park known as the Port Bienville Industrial Park. Today the Park contains over 
five miles of man-made canals, a short line railroad connecting to CSX, and extensive infrastructure that 
supports some 16 industries that directly and indirectly support several thousand families in Mississippi 
and Louisiana.  
 
Following Hurricane Katrina, the Commission assembled a list of capital projects vital to the recovery and 
long-term growth of the County’s employment and tax bases. Its two top priorities--both of which are 
affected by Corps jurisdiction--are listed below.  
 
1. North/South Rail Link  
This project would construct a north/south rail link connecting the Port Bienville Industrial Park to the 
Norfolk Southern Railroad through the NASA Stennis Space Center (SSC) buffer zone, and includes a rail 
extension to the Stennis International Airport.  
 
Rationale  
This project will establish a rail connection for Port Bienville Industrial Park manufacturers and other 
potential rail users in Hancock and Pearl River counties, and provide rail access to future development 
within the Stennis Space Center.  
 
CSXT is the only existing connection to the national rail network for Port Bienville Industrial Park 
industries, and Norfolk Southern is the only Class I rail provider for Pearl River County. CSXT is prone to 
service interruptions from natural disasters, and recent announcements indicate that CXST may relocate 
or abandon its rail route across the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The tenants at Port Bienville Industrial Park 
have suffered numerous such interruptions over the years, costing them significant revenues, and loss of 
a rail connection would endanger thousands of jobs in Mississippi and Louisiana that are based in the 
Port Bienville Industrial Park. As an example, CSXT rail outages following Hurricane Katrina cost rail-
dependent industries in Port Bienville in excess of $20,000/day for some 100 days.  
 
Other benefits of this project include reducing the likelihood of train/car accidents that regularly cause 
fatalities and injuries across the Gulf Coast CSXT rail corridor, and reducing rail-sourced air emissions. 
This project will also create a multi-modal capability at the Stennis Airport.  
 
Estimated Cost: $45,000,000  
 
 
2. East Pearl River Train Bridge and Channel  
This project would construct a new train bridge* over the east Pearl River and provide for the dredging of 
the river to a minimum of 12’.  
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Rationale  
Currently, all marine traffic that utilizes the Port Bienville Industrial Park and the Stennis Space Center 
must access these facilities via the Pearl River and Little Lake and the Rigolets in Louisiana in order to 
access the Intracoastal Waterway. This routing is due to the fact that the channel at the mouth of the east 
Pearl River hasn’t been maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for decades, despite that fact 
that it is on the list of channels that the Corps is authorized to maintain. In addition, the CSXT train bridge 
near the mouth of the river has a center support structure and narrow opening width, and is located just 
below a severe curve in the River, making it virtually impossible to accommodate barge traffic.  
 
Following each major hurricane in the region, Little Lake silts in, requiring expensive and time-consuming 
dredging and inhibiting marine traffic. Following Hurricane George, the permitting and dredging processes 
took over 5 years to complete, and Hurricane Katrina again silted in the Little Lake passage.  
 
The Port Bienville Industrial Park is currently home to eight (8) water-dependent industries directly 
employing over 550. Each time this passage is impaired with silt, marine commerce is adversely affected.  
 
The construction of a modern train bridge over the east Pearl River and dredging the channel back to a 
12’ depth would negate Mississippi marine traffic from having to be subject to the siltation of Little Lake 
following hurricanes, and the cumbersome and expensive process of permitting this activity through the 
State of Louisiana.  
 
Even if the current CSX rail line is relocated or abandoned, the necessity still exists to open the east Pearl 
River to Mississippi marine traffic.  
 
The resumption of the maintenance dredging of the Pearl River by the Corps of Engineers would lift the 
burden of this activity from local government. The last two dredging projects in Little Lake cost in excess 
of $2,000,000.  
 
Estimated Cost: $35,000,000  
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Restoration of Lake Yazoo in Pascagoula, Mississippi 
 
Prepared by Ovide Davis  for Corps Of Engineers meeting , Gautier, MS, 2006 
   
Please include silt removal from Lake Yazoo in the projects under consideration for restoration and 
enhancement of the Katrina damaged areas on the Mississippi coast.   The Lakes in the Yazoo estuary 
have been separated from the original source of fresh water (except rainfall) since before WWII. 
  
The original natural connection to the Pascagoula River was filled to provide riverfront real estate 
for shipbuilding.  The natural connection was approximately 1/2 mile upstream from the mouth 
of the river and was deep enough to provide for docking of ships over 150 feet long along the  
west bank of Lake Yazoo. 
  
For mitigation, far from adequate, a narrow outfall canal was dug . This canal opens to the Bay of  
Pascagoula near the mouth of the East Pascagoula river.   For over 65 years washdown from land fills 
and the shipyard have produced siltation along the entire length of the estuary.   
  
It may or may not be feasible to restore a navigable opening of Lake Yazoo to the river, but, at the least 
consideration should be given to reconnection of the Lake to its original fresh water supply,  the 
Pascagoula River.  This could be done with a canal near the original connection,  a subsurface 
aqueduct, or other mechanisms.  
  
Restoration of this lake to an approximation of its natural depth would provide the necessary start 
for longer term recreational, aesthetic, biological, and other ecological enhancement projects with  
benefits to the entire region.   
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WEIRS FOR ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENT IN PASCAGOULA 
Submitted by Ovide J Davis to the Pascagoula Renaissance Committee, March 2006 
  
The natural streams and ponds in Pascagoula, Mississippi appear to provide an ideal opportunity for the 
use of weirs for very low cost mosquito control, erosion control and beautification.   A weir is a small 
overflow type dam used to control the water level in small rivers and streams. Several locations in 
Pascagoula may to be ideally suited to the use of weirs for all of the above benefits as well as for 
recreational activities. 
 
Weirs installed across the outflow of the estuaries, such as those formed by Lake Yazoo, Communy 
Bayou and Bayou Chicot would allow establishment and maintenance of  water levels upstream which 
would provide year round habitat for small endemic fish such as gambusia (often called “mosquito fish”), 
Cocahoe minnows and other native species, all of which are  aggressive predators of mosquito larvae.  
Research in Louisiana and other places has shown that mosquitos are better controlled in larval stages in 
breeding waters where the larvae are constrained, than when they are winged and not spatially limited. 
 
Small fish predators of mosquitos are native to the area and stocks may be supplemented, if needed, at 
no or low cost from state fisheries. The fish populations increase in accordance with food supply and 
maintain balance with their environment. 
 
Survivable water Temperatures and pH levels (33F to 104F and pH 6.5 to 8.0) and  salinity can be 
expected to prevail naturally. 
 
Weirs can be designed to direct and control the outflow current   toward the center of the stream to 
increase water velocity and to maintain depth and prevent erosion along the banks. Embankment 
contours may then be chosen for ease of maintenance and to provide for selected trees, shrubs, grass 
and even walking paths.  Use of natural rocks may also be added to enhance appearance and stabilize 
the banks.  Rocks may also be used to provide the small fish with shelter from predators such as wading 
birds and larger fish. Pan fish, such as bream and shell crackers for recreational fishing would also 
flourish in this environment. 
 
Research and reduction to practice in use of weirs in South Louisiana (esp. the Cameron-Creole 
Project)1,  and other locations has been performed in large scale to stop intrusion of excessive saltwater 
into fresh water to reverse land erosion with mosquito control as an added benefit. Favorable results have 
been achieved.  Use of weirs would convert the unsightly areas of upper Yazoo bayou, Communy Bayou, 
Bayou Chicot and other streams from dead grass, mudflats and mosquito breeding ponds to attractive, 
self sustaining, multipurpose ecosystems.  
 
Consultation with scientists at the Gulf Coast Research laboratory in Ocean Springs, US Corps of 
Engineers in Vicksburg, and universities in Mississippi and Louisiana should be undertaken to confirm 
feasibility and applicability of weirs for benefits such as described above for Pascagoula, Mississippi.  
 
1 – Louisiana’s Cameron-Creole Project: An Ecosystem-Based Watershed Project    (a cooperative project sponsored by the Gulf 
Coast Soil and Water Conservation district, Cameron Parish Police Jury and Cameron Parish Drainage Districts 3 and 4)   
http://wmc.ar.nrcs.usda.gov/news/ccproject.html                        
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Public Meeting Participants and Registered Commenters 
 

Date Name Address City State Zip Phone EMail 
How 

Learned 

4/10/06 
Ashton B 
Canon III 

1812 Seacrest 
Drive Gautier MS 39553 228-217-4876   wife 

4/10/06 Bill Walker 
1141 Bayview 

Ave Biloxi MS 39530 228-374-5010     

4/10/06 
Cammie 

Trigg 
2304 

Lesisgate Gautier MS 39553 228-249-1957   Friend 

4/10/06 
Conrad 
Mallett 

13209 Old 
Fort Bayou 

Road Vancleve MS 39565     

Rep. Pat 
Harrison, 

Water 
District 

4/10/06 
Darren 
Brick 

1904 
Tradewinds 

Drive Gautier MS 39553   brickdc@yahoo.com neighbor 

4/10/06 Eddy Trigg 
2304 

Lewisgate Gautier MS 39553 228-327-4031 trigg@cabieone.net 
Kathy 

Wilkinson 

4/10/06 Gail Bishop 
6105 Ridge 

Road     39564 228-875-1343   Agency 

4/10/06 
Garry 

?Matthews 

6500 
Humphrey 

Road Vancleve MS 39565       

4/10/06 
Gary 

Holland 
1412 

Woodharvest Pascagoula MS 39581 228-767-4433 gahollands@i-55.com Sun Herald 

4/10/06 Hurley Bay 3004 Ladineu Gautier     
2280-499-

1354     

4/10/06 
James C. 

Page Box 1293 Gautier MS 39553 228-497-0082   
Mayor of 
Gautier 

4/10/06 
Jeff 

Wilkinson 
Gautier City 
Councilman Gautier MS 39553   

wilksail@datasync.co
m   

4/10/06 Kathy Toler 
1816 Seacrest 

Drive Gautier MS 39553 228-522-2009 
win689surf25@yahoo

.com neighbor 

4/10/06 Kay Kell 1623 Gallery Pascagoula MS     
kjohnson@cityofpasc

agoula.com   

4/10/06 
Lee 

Colledge 
2225 Bayou 
View Circle Gautier MS 39553 228-497-6163 

leecol999@caldeone.
net Friend 

4/10/06 
Lisa Clark 
Cannon 

1812 Seacrest 
Drive Gautier MS 39553   

lisacannon@cableone
.net 

Email from 
a Jackson 

County 
Chamber 
member 

4/10/06 
Melinda 
Bramlett               

4/10/06 
Michael W. 
Mangum 

2309 
Rosewood 

Street Pascagoula MS 39567     newspaper 

4/10/06 
Paul 

Bradley Box 2288 Mobile AL 36628 251-694-4101 
kenneth.p.bradley@s
am.usace.army.mil   

4/10/06 Pete Pope 
2213 

Sandalwood Gautier MS 39553       

4/10/06 
William 
Green 

3504 San 
Marcus Gautier MS 39553 228-497-2909 sgreen@cableone.net brother 

4/11/06 
Alicia 

Stehens 
305 Ariola 

Drive 
Pensacola 

Beach FL 32561     USACE 

4/11/06 
Bruce 

Roberts Box 492 Gulfport MS     bruceor@aol.com TCCI 
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Date Name Address City State Zip Phone EMail 
How 

Learned 

4/11/06 
Bruce 

Roberts Box 492 Gulfport MS 39502 228-864-2862 brucear@juno.com   

4/11/06 
Calvin H. 
Jackson 

14269 Rippy 
Road Gulfport MS 39503     

I read it in 
the paper 

4/11/06 
Carland 
Baker Box 882 Long Beach MS 35560 228-326-1798     

4/11/06 
Clyde Anne 

Davis 
1321 Garfield 

Streed Pascagoula MS 39567 228-762-4536   newspaper 

4/11/06 
Derrick 
Evans 

14439 Rippy 
Road Gulfport MS 39503       

4/11/06 

Ella 
Holmes-

Hines Box 2425 Gulfport MS 39505 228-868-5847     
4/11/06 Gayle Tart 1916 33rd Ave Gulfport MS 39501 228-326-1798   Newspaper 

4/11/06 
Glen 

Sandberg 2514 19th Ave Gulfport MS 39501 228-697-5195 glens@ieee.org 
Sierra Club 
Mailing List 

4/11/06 
Howard 
Danley 

9365 
Timberland 

Blvd. Daphne AL 36527       

4/11/06 
Jessie 

Fitzgerald 

4628 
Goldfinch 

Drive Gulfport MS 39501 228-868-5733   

I was called 
for in order 

for the 
group to 
use my 
building 

4/11/06 John Baer Box 2288 Mobile AL 36628       

4/11/06 
Martha 
Snelling 

14336 Rippy 
Road Gulfport MS 39503 228-863-0049   

Holems-
Hines 

4/11/06 
Mike 

Buchanan 906 West RR Long Beach MS 39560     
Meeting on 
4/7 at the IP 

4/11/06 Ovide Davis 
1321 Garfield 

Street Pascagoula MS 39567 228-752-4536 
oviddavis@yahoo.co

m Newspaper 

4/11/06 Pat Kulick 
6912 Shore 

Drive 
Ocean 
Springs MS   228-875-5261     

4/11/06 Tom Smith 

3650 
Wenloock 

Court Mobile AL 36693     
Corps of 

Engineers 

4/11/06 
Verdery 

Christopher 
6912 Shore 

Drive Gulfport MS 39564 228-875-5261     

4/13/06 Ali Leggett 
1026 Daniel 

Street Waveland MS 39576     

notice to 
Dept of 
Marine 

Resources 

4/13/06 Buz Olsen 
619 Williams 

Drive 
Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520 228-467-2382 

s90FBAYSTLOUIS@
bellsouth.net   

4/13/06 
Chris 

Lagarde 
237 St. 

Charles St. 
Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520 228-216-0978   FAX 

4/13/06 

Dorothy 
Bloom 
Foley 

1300 Bloom 
Place Waveland MS 39520 228-466-3134   Paper. 

4/13/06 Eddie Favre Box 2550 
Bay St. 
Louis MS 39521 228-466-8951 

hizzonna@bellsouth.n
et   

4/13/06 
Jeffrey 
Reed 

637 Keller 
Street 

Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520 228-518-7859 

phdministries7@aol.c
om secretary 
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Date Name Address City State Zip Phone EMail 
How 

Learned 

4/13/06 Jim Bonser 
1300 Bloom 

Place Waveland MS 39576 228-466-3134   paper 

4/13/06 
Kendall 
Ladner 

29010 J.C. 
OLadner 

Road Parkinston MS 39573   

kendall 
ladner@coastepa.co

m 
Supervisor/

EPA 

4/13/06 
Lisa 

Cowand 
1000 North 
Beach Blvd 

Bay St. 
Louis MS   228-216-0506   

Board of 
Supervisors 

4/13/06 
Robert 
Davis 

127 Felicity 
Street 

Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520 228-466-4528 rld0176@aol.com 

email from 
Sam. This 
is a good 

idea! 

4/13/06 
Ronald 
Tanquis 

2106 Arnold 
Street Waveland MS 39576     TV 

4/13/06 
Ronnie 
Vanney Box 2550 

Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520 228-467-5505     

4/13/06 
Stuart 

Williamson 
807 Third 

Street 
Bay St. 
Louis MS 39526 228-493-8980 

williamsons@cdem.c
om newspaper 

4/11/06 
Josephine 

Donald 
143 S 19 1/2 

Street Gulfport MS 39501 228-313-7605   

Rad and 
saw in the 

paper 

Date Name Address City State Zip Phone EMail 
How 

Learned 

  

Anthony J. 
Gagliano, 

Sr. 
300 Holcomb 

Blvd 
Ocean 
Springs MS 

39564-
5038   

gagliant@bellsouth.n
et Web 

  
Barbara 
Nalley Box 3113 Gulfport MS 39505   BAN11208@aol.com 

Comment 
Card 

  
Bettie 
Bishop 

202 Vernon 
Rigney Rd. State Line 

Missis
sippi 39362   

oldtymequilter@yaho
o.com Web 

  
Christopher 

Verdery 
6912 Shore 

Drive 
Ocean 
Springs MS       

Court 
Report 

Transcript 

  
Daphne 
Viverette 

4412 Dernny 
Street Moss Point MS 39563   

cdbg@cityofmosspoin
t.com Web 

  
David 
Felder 

6578 
Dogwood 

View Parkway Jackson MS 39213     Web 

  
Derrick 
Evans 

14439 Rippy 
Road Gulfport MS       

Court 
Report 

Transcript 

  
Douglas R. 

Phillips 

8125 
Meadowdale 

Drive Gautier MS 39553   phillidr@bp.com 
Comment 

Card 

  

Ella 
Holmes-

Hines 
P.O. Box 

10183 
Gulfport, 

MS MS 39505 
Councilwoma

n   

Court 
Report 

Transcript 

  
Glen 

Sandberg 
2514 19th 
Avenue Gulfport MS 39501   glens@ieee.org   

  
Holly 

Gordon 
559 Nathan 
Abbott Way Stanford CA 94305 

Stanford 
Environmental 

Law Clinic 
hgordon@law.stanfor

d.edu Web 

  
Howard 
Page 

224 Walston 
Avenue Gulfport 

Missis
sippi 39507   

page_howard@hotma
il.com   

  
Hurley 

Guillotte 
3004 Ladiner 

Road Gautier MS       

Court 
Report 

Transcript 
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Date Name Address City State Zip Phone EMail 
How 

Learned 

  
Jacklyn 
Turner Boxc 686 Pascagoula MS 39568   

jterner@comptonengi
neering.com 

Comment 
Card 

  Jim Thorp 
505 Bayou 

Pierre Gautier Ms 39553   jvthorp@prodigy.net Web 

  
Joahan & 

Jim McDole 
2201 Callie 

Road Gautier MS 39553   
Joahan2@bellsouth.n

et 
Comment 

Card 

  
Joe 

Pettigrew p. o. box 592 Kiln MS 39556   petigru@aol.com Web 

  
Katherine 

Pinn 
7629 Fairway 

Drive 
Diamondhe

ad MS 39525   k.pinn@mchsi.com Web 

  
Larry 

Brewster 
2323 Starfish 

Road Gautier MS 39553   
razzhuck@yahoo.co

m   

  

Lorraine 
Sutton 
Evans 

109 St. 
Joseph St. Mobile Al 36602   

lorraine.s.evans@us.
usace.army.mil Web 

  
Martha 
Snelling 

14336 Rippy 
Road Gulfport MS       

Court 
Report 

Transcript 

  Mike Turner P.O. Box 2267 
Bay St. 
Louis MS 39521   

mturner@portandharb
or.com Web 

  
Paula 
Vassy 

3125 
Graveline 

Road Gautier MS 39553     
Comment 

Card 

  
Robert 
Davis 

127 Felicity 
St. 

Bay St. 
Louis MS 39520   rld0176@aol.com Web 

  
Ron 

Calcagno 401 Favre St. Waveland MS 39576   
r.calcagno@mchsi.co

m Web 

  
Ron 

Forsythe 
129 Moss 

Lane Madison MS 39110   rjf031245@aol.com Web 

  

Ronald 
“Poss” 

Tanguis 2106 Arnold Waveland MS       

Court 
Report 

Transcript 

  
Spencer 
Garrett 

3507 San 
Marcus Circle Gautier MS 39553   esg111@aol.com 

Comment 
Card 

  
Suzanne 

Cotter 
335 coleman 

Avenue Waveland ms 39576   mscotters5@aol.com Web 

  
Warren 
Gautier 

2810 
Washington 

Avenue Gautier MS 39567     
Comment 

Card 

  Will Platts P.O. Box 6271 Gulfport MS 39506   
dawgjammer@aol.co

m   
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MSCIP Follow-Up Survey, 5/12/206 
 
 
1. In our most recent survey you indicated that you were interested in the rebuilding plans for the 
Mississippi shoreline. You also indicated interest in a follow-up workshop that the Army Corps of 
Engineers was going to hold on May 3 to report back on how they have incorporated public input 
into their plans. Since relatively few people again showed up for the workshop, we want to 
understand why so we can do a better job for the state in garnering input. Which of the following 
are reasons why you were unable to attend the session Wednesday evening? 
       Response Total  Response Percent  
Sorry, I forgot        3  43%  
A family emergency came up        0 0%  
I had to work late        1  14%  
I decided I wasn't really interested that interested    0  0%  
I got distracted by what was on TV      0  0%  
I couldn’t connect to the workshop      1  14%  
I had other technical issues that prevented me from participating 1  14%  
Total Respondents   7  
 
Other, please specify       1  14%  
Did not plan on attending. When through registration as part of technical review.  
 
 
2. Do you have any suggestions for what we can do for future meetings of this type to get more 
participation? More reminders, fewer reminders, streaming video previews, different time of the 
day, different day of the week, multiple sessions, easier connections, anything that we could do at 
our end to encourage greater participation? 
 
1. No, technical glitch is why I couldn't participate.  
2. I think any time after 6pm would be good. Some of us can't get home from work before than. Although I forget what time the first 

meeting was.  
3. Let us know if it will work with a dialup connection  
4. Since I couldn't connect to the workshop, I would suggest that maybe you all could send emails referencing highlights of the 

meeting. Also, a place where we could respond to the meeting.  
5. Easier connections - MSN is not very accommodating to their email customers. It is very difficult to get past their built-in firewalls. 

I could not connect the test site - MSN said they did not allow that type of connection.  
 
 
3. A streaming video of Wednesday nights meeting can be viewed online. Would you like us to 
send you a link to this meeting so you can view it online at your convenience? 
 
   Response Total  Response Percent  
Yes     5  62%  
No     3  38%  
 
 4.  Regardless of your interest in the online meetings, would you like to continue to be emailed 
progress reports on the rebuilding plans? 
 
   Response Total  Response Percent  
Yes     6  75%  
No     2  25%  
 
 
5.  If you would like to be emailed progress reports, please confirm your email address in the box 
below. 
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June.E.Mirecki@erdc.usace.army.mil  
lacombes@sbcglobal.net  
rojaz@digiscape.com  
ronald.fletcher@us.army.mil  
baystlouisstjo@yahoo.com  
jpreno4548@msn.com  

 
 
  
 
6. Is there anything else that the Army Corps of Engineers or the State of Mississippi can do to 
better keep you informed about rebuilding efforts along the Mississippi shoreline? Please explain 
below. 
 
1.  Please let homeowners who are living out of town who to call for utilities. How about a list of Electricians that are able to go and 
set up a pole for electricity service on their properties. You guys are doing a great job. I can't wait to get back to Pass Christian. 
Thank you.  
 
2. Let us know specifically those things that we can have an input about before they are actually implemented. MDOT seems to 
have a particular problem with that, although, it may not be a part of the State of Mississippi.  
 
3.  I answered that in number 2....  
 
4. Try to advise, by posting on their website, or by calling, whether our ROE's have been received and/or when the property was 
cleared. I live in Birmingham and it is not easy to get to Bay St. Louis to check on our property. I mailed my ROE to the State on 
November 10, 2005. The Army Corps of Engineers' phone number, 601-631-5065, says that they will call back to verify they have 
the ROE, but no return call yet. The last time I was in Bay St. Louis was on Easter, so far, the lot has not been cleared. The last time 
I tried to call was March 15, 2006.  Terry Meggett  
 
 


